A non-midline spheno-orbital encephalocele in a newborn.
Basal encephaloceles in western countries occur in 1 of every 35 000-40 000 live births; with an incidence of less than 10% they are the least common of all encephaloceles. Certain subtypes such as transsphenoidal variants may be as rare as 1 in 700 000 live births. These rare encephaloceles are classified into five anatomic types: spheno-ethmodial, transsphenoidal, spheno-orbital, transethmoidal, and spheno-maxillary. Here we present an exceedingly rare variant of a non-midline basal encephalocele of the spheno-orbital type, which was treated by resection of the encephalocele, which contained dysplastic central nervous system tissue, on day four post partum. The patient had no neurological deficits and a six year follow-up showed a normal intellect and a good cosmetic result.